Moving House Checklist
[First Time Buyer]

We have put together a comprehensive moving house checklist to help
make your move a little easier. Don’t worry, we won’t let you forget a thing!
Please bear in mind the processes in this checklist do not apply to buying a
home in Scotland.

Thinking About Buying
When you first start to consider buying your own home, there are a few things you can do to
make the process easier.

Look into your options around buying a home - will you get help with a
deposit, and what schemes are available to you?
Browse properties in your local area (or the area you're interested in) online
to get an idea of pricing.

Make Notes Here:
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What Can You Afford?
Affordability is key, and one of the main barriers to first time buyers. Knowing what you're
working with, if you need to save more and what opportunities are available to you is one of
the best things you can do. Whether that's looking into government schemes, or adapting
your property wish list.

Make sure you're saving smart with your deposit - use a Lifetime ISA or
Help to Buy ISA (if you have one) to get a government bonus on your
savings.
Check your credit score - a good score will give you more options when it
comes to mortgage rates.
Pay down debt and minimise borrowing in the run up to looking for a
mortgage.
Work out what you can afford - deposits can be around 10-20% of the
property, and then mortgage lending is usually 4.5 times your annual
income.
Collect together paperwork you might need for applications, like bank
statements, P60s and wage slips etc.
Get a Mortgage in Principle before you start viewing properties - this will
show agents and sellers that you can afford a property and are organised.
Identity checks will be carried out by your solicitor and mortgage
lender/advisor.
Estimate your moving costs - e.g. conveyancing, surveyors and removals.
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Finding Your Dream Property
Whether you know the street you want to live on or you're still unsure about what part of the
country you want to settle down in, location is only one part of the decision. The type of
property, the features you want (or need) and the quality of your future home are all
important.

Consider where you want to move and what you can afford. What location and
property type will give you best value for money?
Make a list of your 'nice to have's and 'non-negotiables'. Don't view any properties
out of your price range.
Make a list of questions to ask when you view the property - ask friends and
relatives for their input.
Make a list of your 'nice to have's and 'non-negotiables'. Don't view any properties
out of your price range.
Use a property viewing checklist when you are looking at different properties, so
you know what to keep an eye out for. We have attached an example checklist at
the bottom of the document!
Ask about extra costs - council tax band, service charges, ground rent. These will
differ for leasehold and freehold.
If the property is leasehold, check how long the lease will last and what associated
costs there are.
Visit the property at different times of the day, to see what the traffic and local
area are like. Will it affect your commute, does it feel less safe at night, what are
the local amenities like? If you want to live in the area, it makes sense to get to
know it before you move in.
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Making An Offer
A property is only worth what someone is willing to pay for it. But how low should you go?
How do you negotiate? How do you actually make an offer? There are a few tips and tricks
to making your offer and getting the ball rolling on buying your first home.

When you have a property in mind, you must find a conveyancing solicitor
to get the paperwork started. You'll need the name of your conveyancing
firm if your offer is accepted. Compare prices, look at reviews and get
multiple quotes.

Make an offer on the property - if it is rejected you can make a counter
offer, but check it's within your borrowing amount. Remember that the
mortgage lender works on valuations - if the property costs more than it is
worth, they won't lend to you.

Apply for a mortgage - we recommend that you speak to a mortgage
advisor to help find one that works for you.

Discuss expected dates for exchange and completion - getting a rough
idea can help you plan. Also check if the sellers or your solicitor plan to go
on holiday any time soon. This can slow down the process more than you
might think!
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Checking The Property
You don't want to invest in something that's going to cost you a lot of money to fix in the
future. You need a full expert view of the property as a whole - that's where surveys come in.
On top of that, considering the energy efficiency, what's being included and the value of the
property can make your life easier in the long run.

Make sure you get a survey on the property - this could be a HomeBuyer
Report or Building Survey, depending on how old the property is. Compare
quotes for surveyors .

Your conveyancing solicitor will require an identity check and your
signature on their T&Cs to start the process. They may also need up to £250
to start the searches . They may feedback on anything they discover. You
may discover something that changes whether you want to go ahead, or
requires extra measures, like indemnity insurance.

When you receive the survey report, go through it with the Surveyor,
asking questions if anything is unclear. Decide whether you want to go
ahead. If there are smaller issues, talk to your conveyancer about
renegotiating based on the costs you'll have to cover.

Check the EPC so you know how high your bills are likely to be, and
whether you need to improve the energy efficiency of your home when you
move.
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Paperwork
Everyone dreads dealing with paperwork but the key is to be efficient, read thoroughly and
always make copies. You'll need to provide proof of identification, deposit and lots of other
things, so be sure to check your list.

You'll be asked to complete various paperwork from your conveyancing
solicitor. Fill it out as thoroughly and clearly as possible, and always keep a
copy to hand, on a USB stick.
As well as keeping copies and asking for things in writing, keep notes for
yourself of things you've forgotten to ask, or next steps.
Ask for expected move dates and give notice with your landlord. Bear in
mind your contract, notice period and when your break clause is. Also
remember that moving usually takes longer than expected, especially if
you're in a chain.
If you are using a Lifetime ISA or Help to Buy ISA, your conveyancing
solicitor will have to send a letter to the government to release the funds.
Make sure they do this sooner rather than later (and remember that with
the Help to Buy ISA you can't receive the bonus until after exchange).
Check which (if any) white goods, as well as fixtures and fittings are
included in the sale. The seller will fill out a TA10 form, listing everything
included in the property. If elements are inbuilt, they are usually included. If
not, ask if they'd be happy to sell them to you. It may be cheaper than
buying a new washing machine, fridge or dishwasher.
Keep all your paperwork in a file so when you come to sell the property
(along with any paperwork for works carried out while you live there) you
have the information required to sell.
If you have to sign documents, do ask the legal company
to send them next day, pick up and return within a day
or two. Bear in mind you can use an app like Adobe PDF
to send copies digitally, and some software
allows you to digitally sign.
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Preparing To Move
This is where you get to the part you're familiar with - packing! Preparing for your move
means being organised in order to make it easy on yourself when you get to your new home.

Even if you are going to move the items yourself, it takes more time and
money if you have more stuff. Start throwing, recycling and donating as
soon as you know you're moving, to save stress down the line.
Get your packing boxes ready - you will need more than you think!
If you are moving from rented accommodation, have a look around at any
changes that might stop you getting your deposit back. Do you need to fill
holes? Start making a list! Refer back to your inventory list so you can
replace anything that's missing.
If you do have a lot of stuff, you may want to look into a removals firm or a
man and van operation. Especially if you don't drive.
Transfer your deposit to your solicitor's account (they will transfer it on).
Make sure you test a small amount first, double check bank details and
confirm receipt of the payment with your solicitor. Fraud is rife around
these huge payments, so don't get caught out.
Sign the paperwork on exchange. This will usually be done at your
solicitor's office, but can be done by post.
Label up your boxes with their contents and the room you want them to go
into.
Confirm your moving in/completion date.
Confirm when you'll pick up the keys from the estate agent.
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Preparing To Move

Let your suppliers know you're moving and either transfer your account, or
look for a better deal. (Check how long it will take for your broadband to be
set up, as you might need to invest in a dongle for internet access whilst
you're waiting).
If you're leaving rented accommodation, you could arrange for a cleaning
service before handing back the keys. Make sure you take photos before
you leave, so you can confirm the state of the property.
Pack a moving day survival kit. That means kettle, cups, snacks as well as
cleaning and unpacking supplies, and your basic toiletries. Don't forget
your charger! We have created an example survival kit, go to the bottom of
this document!
Collect any keys, including spares that are with friends/family or ones for
windows/sheds/garages and return them to the landlord/agent.
If you are dismantling any furniture, put all the small parts into a sandwich
bag, and tape it to one of the bigger pieces.
If taking apart complicated electricals, take a photo of the back so you can
easily see which plug goes where.
Set up a redirection service if needed, and set up your new address into the
key websites and apps (don't send that moving night takeaway to the old
address!)
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Moving Day
It's finally arrived! Moving day can be exciting, busy and exhausting - make sure you give
yourself plenty of time, take as much help as you can and don't forget to celebrate.
It's a big deal!

Get excited, it's moving day. Have a decent breakfast, you're going to need
your energy!
Take photos of your meters so you can pay the final bill.
Do a final sweep through for any forgotten items.
Collect your keys!
When you unload boxes in your new home, put them in the correct rooms
according to the labels.
Set up a tea and coffee station - if you have removers, why not offer them a
drink for their work!
Do a quick clean and tidy, then make the beds so you can fall straight into
them after a busy day. We’re sure you’ll be eager for sleep.
If you've pulled in friends and family to help out, whether that's
transporting, packing or looking after pets or kids, then make sure you feed
them up at the end of the day. Moving is so much harder when we do it on
our own.
Plug in your telephones, mobile phones and larger appliances such as
fridges and freezers.
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A Few Days After Moving

Moving day is done, but there are still a few more things to sort out.

You may want to get a locksmith to change the locks, so you can be certain
you are the only people with keys to your home.

Make a note of local numbers you might need - out of hours dr surgeries,
vets etc.

Register with your new GP surgery.

Introduce yourself to the neighbours, they'll probably be the ones to ask
about local information.

Explore your new area so you know the important things - food shops,
petrol station, local transport etc.

Welcome friends to your new home! Becoming a homeowner is a big step,
and it's worth celebrating! Whether you're ready to show off your home yet,
or you're waiting to get it just how you like it, invite people to celebrate
with you.

Property
Viewing
Checklist
When you go to view a potential new home, it can be difficult to remember
everything you need to check. Here's our essential list of questions to ask when you're
preparing to view a property, on the day, and when you're considering making an
offer.

Before You Visit The Property
How long has the property been on the market?
Has the price been reduced?
Has it been listed and removed before?
Is the EPC up to date, and what rating is it?
Is it a leasehold or freehold? Are there any service charges?
What is the council tax likely to be?
Can I afford this?

When You Get To The Property
Why is the owner selling?
How long has the seller lived there?
Has the seller found their new property/ is there a chain?
How many people are viewing the property?
Have there been any near-sales/ fallen through sales? If so, why?
What is the best thing about this property?
Is there planning permission for expansion?
What are the neighbours like?
Has any work been done on the property? When, what and by who? Is
there documentation?
What type of boiler is there? When was it updated?
Has the property had any problems with damp, Japanese knotweed etc?
Is it south facing?

Property
Viewing
Checklist
What To Look At And Test In A
Property
Damp - look for stains on the walls or ceiling.
Roof - moss growth or missing tiles.
Garden condition - overgrown, Japanese knotweed.
Brickwork - damage.
Pipework.
Windows - Condensation, draughts.

Before You Make An Offer
Have there been any other offers?
What offers has the owner rejected?
Are there any priorities for the owner? (Moving more quickly/ cash buyer/
family home etc.)
What is included? (Fixtures/ fittings).
Is there room for negotiation?

Notes

Moving
Day
Survival Checklist

Follow our moving day survival checklist to make your moving day run as
smoothly and as stress-free as possible!
Preparation for the big day

Keep the items you
Pack an
Keep one
will transport separate
overnight bag
essential
from those your
with clothes for
toiletries bag.
removal team will
the next day.
take.

from the kitchen

Mug, plate, knife, fork and spoon for each person
Kettle
Coffee/tea/sugar/teaspoons
Bottled water
Paper towels
Cooking equipment
Takeaway menus

from the bedroom

from the bathroom

Bed linen
Phone and phone chargers
Alarm clock
Change of clothes

Cleaning supplies
Towels
Toilet paper
First aid kit
Toiletries
Any essential medication

from the toolbox

other accessories

Basic tools e.g. screwdrivers, drill hammer.
Masking tape or PVC tape
Scissors
Utility knife
Torch

Pencils and paper
A few light bulbs
Bin liners
Portable radio
Pet food/water bowls/bedding & accessories
Hot water bottle (if heating is not switched on)

for the kids

TV/ DVD player and a couple DVD's
(or streaming device)
2-3 books
Baby changing supplies (if needed)
Games and soft toys

Don't forget a bottle of fizz
and a couple of glasses to
celebrate once you arrive
in your new home!

