
Moving House Checklist
[Renting]

We have put together a comprehensive moving house checklist to help
make your move a little easier. Don’t worry, we won’t let you forget a thing!

Please bear in mind the processes in this checklist do not apply to buying or
renting a home in Scotland.

Thinking About Moving

Decide on your budget (and check you will have the deposit and rent
available). Don't forget to include a rough idea of bills so you know your
monthly outgoings.

Once you've decided you'd like to move into a rented property, there are a few things you need
to do before you start viewings.

Make Notes Here:

Consider where you want to live.

Do your research on what type of property you need and what's
available/affordable.

What are your non-negotiable features? Do you need a parking space, or a
second bedroom?
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Finding A New Property

Consider whether you want furnished or unfurnished - if you don't have
furniture and don't want to invest in it, furnished might be a better choice.

Now it's time to get looking for a rental property that suits your needs.

Look on property portals and sign up to mailing lists. You could also talk
directly with estate agents in the area (like us), as they may have properties
that haven't been listed yet, or are likely to come on the market soon.

If commuting or being near friends/family is a priority, work outwards from
railway/bus stations.

Viewing A Property
Now it's time for the exciting bit - viewing properties!

Use our property viewing checklist to make sure you don't forget to check
the most important things! This can be found at the bottom of the
document.

If the current tenants are in the property, take the opportunity to ask
questions during the viewing. For example, you might want to know more
about the property, or what the landlord is like.

Ask how long the current tenants have been there, and why they are
moving.

Visit the area at different times of day. If you like a property, visit it at night
and during rush hour to see the impact living there might have.

Ask what's included in the rent - if bills aren't included, ask for estimations
of the bills and council tax.

https://www.reallymoving.com/help-and-advice/viewing-home-checklist
https://www.reallymoving.com/help-and-advice/guides/questions-to-ask-when-renting-a-property
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Arranging The Paperwork

When is the moving in day, and what state should the property be in? (Will
it be furnished/unfurnished? Will the landlord/estate agent have the
property cleaned before your arrival?)

Once you've found a property you want to rent, it's time to sort the admin side of it.

How long is the rental agreement for?

You'll need referencing, along with a deposit (often 6 weeks rent) plus one
month in advance. Ask if there are any costs, what they are and if they're
likely to increase. Remember, estate agents are no longer able to charge
administration fees.

Know when you're going to pick up the keys.

Check the terms of the paperwork - are there any limitations, like pets,
overnight guests, parking restrictions?

If you're moving on from a rental property that you've been in for a while,
you'll probably have to give a month's notice, at least. Check your contract.

Your deposit must be paid into the Tenancy Deposit Scheme (TDS) - this
means it is safely stored and will be returned to you. It is illegal for the
estate agent to keep your deposit in their own account. You will get a
confirmation from the TDS when your deposit has been registered.

Know who your contact is, whether the landlord or an estate agent. Who
do you go to if the boiler stops working, or something breaks? Check to see
whether they have an out of hours number so you know you can get
through even at the weekend.
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Getting Ready To Go

Check what furniture/items you need to buy (especially if you're renting an
unfurnished place - you don't want to be left sleeping on the floor, waiting
for a bed to arrive!)

Moving day is fast approaching - here's a list of things you need to do.

Start packing - consider sorting through, throwing away and recycling
items you do not need, to make your move easier.

Label your packing boxes with the room they're going to, to help making
moving day smoother.

If your situation is changing (you're moving in with new people, or moving
in by yourself) consider which items you might end up doubling up on, and
which you don't have. Make a list!

If you're moving on from a rental property that you've been in for a while,
you'll probably have to give a month's notice. Check your contract.

Don't forget to change over your bills - gas and electricity, water, internet,
and let the council know you're moving. It's also an opportunity to switch to
better deals.

If you're moving on from a rental property, make sure to thoroughly clean it
(or hire a local cleaner) to increase your chances of getting your deposit
back.

If you are moving on from a rented property, you may have to have
viewings, as the agent or landlord will likely not want to leave it empty for a
month. Keeping the space tidy and clutter free will make it more
appealing, and hopefully hook a new tenant quickly, cutting down on the
number of visits.

Have a look at our moving day survival kit at the bottom of the document,
to make moving easier.

https://www.reallymoving.com/removals/guides/moving-day-survival-kit
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Moving In Day

Take final readings for your gas/electric. Take photos so you can update
them later and get a final bill.

Moving day has arrived! You'll probably have a lot to do - we'll make sure you don't forget a
thing.

Hand in your old keys.

Sign your tenancy agreement and pick up your new keys.

Whether you're hiring a van, a removals firm or moving items in batches
with the help of family and friends, make sure you give clear instructions
and set up a beverage and snack station!

Build and make your bed first so you know that no matter how much more
unpacking you've got to do, you'll have a comfy night's sleep.

Check keys to all doors and windows work - you want to feel safe and
secure.

If you're ordering a celebratory takeaway, don't forget to change your
address on the app!
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After You've Moved In

Clean thoroughly - you'll be starting with a blank canvas and you'll know it's
properly clean (particularly things like the oven and the bathroom).

The moving is done, but there are a few extra things to do.

Check the inventory as soon as you move in, note any issues or anything
that's missing when you sign and return it.

Take photos of any damage in the property so this can be dated
appropriately as before your tenancy started.

Take photos of the gas and electric meters for setting up your new account.

Get unpacking!

Pay any final bills from your previous place.

Update accounts with your new address - you can use our change of
address checklist at the bottom of this document so you do not forget
anything!

Keep an eye out for your council tax letter so you can set up your payments.

Enjoy decorating and getting comfortable in your new home!

https://www.reallymoving.com/help-and-advice/guides/11-tips-for-making-a-home-of-your-rented-house
https://www.reallymoving.com/help-and-advice/guides/11-tips-for-making-a-home-of-your-rented-house


Property
Viewing

Checklist

When you go to view a potential new home, it can be difficult to remember
everything you need to check. Here's our essential list of questions to ask when you're

preparing to view a property, on the day, and when you're considering making an
offer.

Before You Visit The Property
How long has the property been on the market?
Has the price been reduced?
Has it been listed and removed before?
Is the EPC up to date, and what rating is it?
Is it a leasehold or freehold? Are there any service charges?
What is the council tax likely to be?
Can I afford this?

When You Get To The Property
Why is the owner selling?
How long has the seller lived there?
Has the seller found their new property/ is there a chain?
How many people are viewing the property?
Have there been any near-sales/ fallen through sales? If so, why?
What is the best thing about this property?
Is there planning permission for expansion?
What are the neighbours like?
Has any work been done on the property? When, what and by who? Is
there documentation?
What type of boiler is there? When was it updated?
Has the property had any problems with damp, Japanese knotweed etc?
Is it south facing?



What To Look At And Test In A

Property
Damp - look for stains on the walls or ceiling.
Roof - moss growth or missing tiles.
Garden condition - overgrown, Japanese knotweed.
Brickwork - damage.
Pipework.
Windows - Condensation, draughts.

Before You Make An Offer
Have there been any other offers?
What offers has the owner rejected?
Are there any priorities for the owner? (Moving more quickly/ cash buyer/
family home etc.)
What is included? (Fixtures/ fittings).
Is there room for negotiation?

Notes



Cleaning supplies
Towels
Toilet paper
First aid kit
Toiletries
Any essential medication

Moving
Day

Survival Checklist

Follow our moving day survival checklist to make your moving day run as
smoothly and as stress-free as possible!

from the kitchen

from the bedroom from the bathroom

from the toolbox other accessories

for the kids
Don't forget a bottle of fizz
and a couple of glasses to
celebrate once you arrive
in your new home!

TV/ DVD player and a couple DVD's
(or streaming device)
2-3 books
Baby changing supplies (if needed)
Games and soft toys

Pencils and paper
A few light bulbs
Bin liners
Portable radio
Pet food/water bowls/bedding & accessories
Hot water bottle (if heating is not switched on)

Basic tools e.g. screwdrivers, drill hammer.
Masking tape or PVC tape
Scissors
Utility knife
Torch

Bed linen
Phone and phone chargers
Alarm clock
Change of clothes

Mug, plate, knife, fork and spoon for each person
Kettle
Coffee/tea/sugar/teaspoons
Bottled water
Paper towels
Cooking equipment
Takeaway menus

Preparation for the big day

Keep the items you
will transport separate

from those your
removal team will

take.

Pack an
overnight bag

with clothes for
the next day.

Keep one
essential

toiletries bag.



Change of
Address

Checklist
Congratulations, you're moving house and it's time to spread the word! But who exactly

do you need to tell about a change of address?
 

It's not just your friends and family who need to know when you move. There's a long list
of other organisations and companies that need to know your new address. That's why

we created this checklist - so you can keep track of who you have and haven't told about
your new address. 

Career
Employer - Your employer will need to know your change of address to
ensure your contact details are up to date, but more importantly they will
need to know for your payroll.
Inland Revenue - One of the most important places that will need to know
when you change address is Inland Revenue. They will need to know for
your taxes and you can visit go.uk to find out more.
National Insurance - Your National Insurance (NI) number is frequently
used by the government to help identify you and is required by the DVLA,
HMRC and your employer. That means it's extremely important to update
your national insurance information. You can find the phone number and
opening times online, but you'll need your NI number ready to fully change
your information. 

Local Authorities
Council Tax - To update your Council Tax address, you'll need to visit the
relevant gov.uk site for your move. For example, if you're moving to or from
Harrow, you'll need to visit harrow.gov.uk. Each site has their own form for
changing your address. 

Electoral Roll - When you change address, you'll need to re-register on the
Electoral Roll for your new area with your updated details.

Department of Work and Pensions - If you're receiving money from the
government then you'll need to change your address information with the
Department of Work and Pensions as well

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs/contact/change-your-personal-details
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/start-paying-council-tax


Recreational

Health Club/ Gym

When you're moving longer distances, you'll want to remember to cancel
subscriptions to local gyms or clubs that you won't be going to anymore. You can
either do that over the phone or when you visit them for the last time before
your move. 

The other thing you'll want to do is contact any postal subscriptions you have
and let them know when you'll be moving to your new address so they can start
sending things to your new home. You can do this after you've moved if you've
set up a temporary postal redirect.

Newspaper/ Magazine Subscriptions

Clubs & Societies

Household
Cable/ Satellite - You should let them know of your change of address for
billing purposes and so they can update your contact information. It's also
worth checking whether your new home will require a new satellite dish or
cable to be installed before you update this information. Otherwise you will
be paying for a service that you cannot use.

Phones - For landlines, you will need to inform the phone company that
you are changing address as you will receive a new phone number for the
home that you move to - this can normally be done at the same time as
your broadband. For your mobile you will need to update your address so
that they can send the bill to the correct location and you can do that by
contacting your provider over the phone or visiting one of their stores.

Broadband - You may also want to cancel your broadband subscription as
you will most likely be able to get a better deal when you move to your new
home and you will have to call them to move your deal to the new property
regardless. 

TV License- Your TV license won't be valid when you move to a new
property so you will have to change this information on the TV Licensing
website. This can be done up to 3 months in advance of your move. 

https://www.which.co.uk/news/2019/04/cheapest-landline-only-deals-in-the-uk/
https://www.comparethemarket.com/broadband/packages/broadband-and-tv/
https://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/cs/update/multiple-changes/index.app


Vehicle Related

DVLA: Update your driving licence - Your driver's licence will need to be
updated with your new address as soon as possible. This can be done on
the DVLA website for free and they should send you an updated licence
(which normally arrives in around 2-4 weeks).

Vehicle Breakdown Cover - You can change your information for
breakdown coverage on your providers website. This is particularly
important for providers who charge different rates based on area and for
knowing where they may need to take you to in the event of a breakdown. 

Car Insurance - You'll need to inform your car insurance provider about
your change of address too. This is for both your insurance payments and
your contact information in case of an accident. Unfortunately there may
be a change in your payment rate depending on where you live so you may
see your prices go up (or down) when you change address. You can change
your information either online if you've registered your account or over the
phone if you haven't. 

V5C Vehicle Log Book - Remember to update your V5C for your vehicle tax.
Forgetting to update this information may result in a fine of up to £1000, so
it's not something you'd want to forget about. You can do this either by
post or online. 

Educational

Schools - If you have children, you should let their schools know that you
are going to be moving house so they can update your contact
information.

Universities/ Private Schools- Private schools and universities will also need
to know your address so that they can send over the tuition fees for each
semester or year, so it's doubly important to provide them with your
address if you are going to continue using them after the move.

https://www.gov.uk/dvla-change-address


Insurance

Health Insurance

Most insurers will need to know when you move to a new home because they
take your postcode into account when they work out your premium and cost of
cover. If you live in an area that is considered slightly more 'risky' then your
insurance is likely to increase (likewise, if you move to a less 'risky' area it will go
down). 

However, some insurance policies aren't reliant on where you live and will only
need your new address so they can update your contact information and to
change where they send your bills. To inform your insurers of a change of
address, you'll need to either visit each of their websites or call them all up and
arrange a change of address update. 

Home/ Contents Insurance

Life Insurance

Travel Insurance

Pet Insurance

Services

Cleaner

If you hire anyone to help maintain your property, you should cancel their
services before you move to your new address. If you're moving to somewhere
that's not too far away, you might be able to hire them to help at your new
property - just don't forget to tell them your new address.

It's also worth updating your contact address with anyone else that might need
to send you something through the post such as accountants, soclitiors or
tenants. Normally post from these people will be important and, potentially,
private so you won't want to become lost in the post after you move to your new
home. 

Gardener

Window Cleaner

Accountant

Solicitor



Money

Banks or Building Societies - You should let your bank or building society
know about your change of address as close to your move date as possible.
Your place of residence is an important factor for proving your identity and
forgetting to update this information might put you at risk of identity theft.
You can update your information on your bank's website if you have an
online bank account or you can visit them in person. 

Premium Bonds - Don't forget to update your address for any Premium
Bonds that you have invested in, otherwise you won't be able to receive any
potential winnings. You can do this on their website if you're registered or
by phone if you're not.

Pension - If you're on a private pension plan, you can update your pension
information by contacting your provider by phone or email. If you're on a
State Pension, you can contact them on gov.uk 's pension page. 

Loan Companies - If you have taken out any loans then you'll need to let
them know about your change of address and the date that you'll be
moving. This can be done by contacting them directly, over the phone or
by email. 

Credit Card/ Debit Card Companies - While you're changing your address
at the bank you may also want to get your address changed for your credit/
debit card. Charges to your credit card will require your actual address not
only for the bill, but as an additional identification step.

Store  Cards - It's also a good idea to change your address for any cards you
hold with specific stores as they will use that order for deliveries. For
example if you use a Tesco store card to do your weekly shop, if you haven't
updated your address, they might send your shopping to your old house
instead. You can update this information online, in store or over the phone.

https://www.nsandi.com/how-do-i-change-my-address-and-other-details
https://www.gov.uk/contact-pension-service


Utilities

Electricity - It takes up to 48 hours for your energy provider to update your
information, so make sure you do this well in advance of your move.
Depending on the type of account you have, you may be charged for
ending early, if this is the case you should check to see if they'll allow you to
move the deal to your new property. 

Gas - Make sure your provider knows what date you're moving and then
take a reading of your gas and electricity on the day you leave to send it to
them. This will stop you from being charged for gas and electricity that you
haven't used. This may also be a good time to compare providers as you
may be able to get a better deal elsewhere. 

Water - This is similar to your gas and electricity in that you should let your
water provider know that you're going to be moving and won't be using
water beyond a certain date.

Royal Mail: Redirect Post - When you move, there is not always time to
change your mailing address for everything, so you can set up a postal
redirect to give you a little extra time. This means that any post sent to you
at your old address will be redirected and delivered to your new address
and you can apply for it up to 3 months before the date of your move
(although it does take 10 days to implement). The redirect is only temporary
so you can't rely on it forever and it is via Royal Mail so you will need to
contact everyone who sends you the post to update them. You can set up a
redirect with Royal Mail on their website.

https://www.uswitch.com/gas-electricity/

